TRAINERS RECOMMENDED IN VIRGINIA

CGC: Canine Good Citizen

APDT: Member of Association of Pet Dog Trainers

CPDT: Certified Pet Dog Trainer 

The description of training methods has been divided into two broad categories: 

1) Positive reinforcement training: treats and/or toys are used in the training.

2) Traditional training: voice and pets with corrections.

There may be some training facilities that are using elements of both.

A group class usually lasts 6-8 weeks, about 1 hour/class.

________________________________________________________________________

ALEXANDRIA

Capital Canines

Contact info: 703-486-0680

Trainer(s): Michelle Beardsley

Description: Positive reinforcement training. PRIVATE SESSIONS ONLY.

Kornblut Canine
Contact info: 703-548-7513

Trainer(s): Jean Kornblut

Description: Traditional training. PRIVATE SESSIONS ONLY.
Northern Virginia Dog Training Association

(Also locations in Arlington)

Contact info: 703-960-2868
Trainer(s): contact Cheryl Pratt
Description: Volunteer trainers with different training styles. Club offers group obedience classes: basic-sub novice-novice-advanced classes (preparing for AKC obedience trials). All classes are 10 weeks.

Wholistic Hound Dog Training Services

Sandy Modell

571-238-9145

www.wholistichound.com
Potomac Dog Training 
Contact info: 703-799-3747

Trainer(s): Diana Legge
Description: Positive reinforcement training. Puppy program and adult dog instructions. Happy to talk to anyone on the phone concerning dog behavioral issues. PRIVATE SESSIONS ONLY.
AMISSVILLE

Mountain View Dog Training 

www.mountainviewdogs.com

Contact info: Averill: 540-937-5805, Cathy: 540-937-3668 / info@mountainviewdogs.com

Trainer(s): Averill Ring (APDT), Cathy Hughes (APDT), et al

Description: Positive reinforcement training. Offers group obedience classes, agility and freestyle. 

ARLINGTON
The Pet Stop/ Gentle Methods Dog Training

Contact info: 703-528-5563
Trainer(s): Dee Bradley

Description: Traditional training. Offers group obedience classes. Weekday and weekend classes. (Classes run 12-16 weeks). Indoor facility. Also offers day care service. Discount for rescue dogs.

WOOFS! Dog Training Center 
www.woofsdogtraining.com
Contact info: 703-536-7877 /Woofsdtc@earthlink.net
Trainer(s): Laura Sharkey et al

Description: Positive reinforcement training. Offers group obedience classes, agility and growl classes. Daycare facility. Have seminars occasionally.

BROAD RUN 

A Dog’s Life All Breed Training (5miles north of Warrenton)

http://ravenwooddals.tripod.com/dogslife.htm

Contact info: 540-349-9265/ Kathy@ravenwoodals.com

Trainer(s): Kathy McCoubrey 

Description: Positive reinforcement training. Offers group classes  in companion and competition obedience, confirmation and agility. Also private sessions. Behavior modification programs. 
CHARLOTTESVILLEGoodDog! Training
www.gooddog-training.com
Contact info: 434-293-5836   tara@gooddog-training.com
Trainer(s):Tara G. McLaughlin, CPDT 

Description:   Dog-friendly, reward-based/clicker-training.  In-home private lessons and behavioral consultations. Small group classes at an indoor facility which CGC, Rally-O, Therapy Dog.  Delta Society Pet Partner evaluations for Therapy Dogs.

DULLES
Dulles Gateway Obedience Training Club 
www.dgotc.org

Eastern Training Site Frying Pan Park, Herndon, VA 
Contact info: 703-273-7619

Western Training Site Banshee Reeks Park, Leesburg, VA 
Contact info: 703-779-4849/ nancy.loftus@fairfaxcounty.gov

Trainer(s): contact Nancy Loftus 

Description: Volunteer trainers with different training styles. Offers group obedience classes, also CGC, agility, and show handling courses.

FAIRFAX

Colossal Canines

www.onedogatatime.com

Contact info: 703-304-3114

Trainer(s): Teresa Hanula (APDT)

Description: Positive reinforcement training. Offers group obedience classes and private sessions. Behavior modification consultations. Also offers dog walking, pet sitting and overnight visits. Discount for rescues.

Dog Pride
Contact info: 703-765-0483

Trainer(s): Flip Biondi 

Description: Positive reinforcement training. Offers group obedience classes and private sessions. Classes are through Fairfax County @ Lee District Park. Any kind of collars/gentle leaders are allowed. Also offers behavioral consultations.

FALLS CHURCH

C&C PALS

www.positiveK9training.com

Contact info: 703-876-0284

Trainer(s): Carole Peeler, CPDT (APDT), et al

Description: Positive reinforcement training.  No choke or pinch collars allowed. Offers group obedience classes: puppy-intermediate-advanced as well as private training. Also agility classes and CGC and confirmation classes on demand. Indoor facility. Behavioral modification programs: specialty aggression.
FREDERICKSBURG
Best Behavior Dog Training

www.bbdt.net

Contact info: 540-548-2238/ audrey@bbdt.net

Trainer(s): Audrey Ferrel (APDT) 

Description: Positive reinforcement training. Offers group classes in obedience: basic- intermediate-accelerated levels. All levels of agility. Also offers a “Fearful Dog” and a tricks class. Offers various doggie workshops. Behavior modification programs. 

LEESBURG

A Click Above
www.aclickabovellc.com

Contact info: 703-779-9955

Trainer(s): Several highly competent trainers; Elsie Maylott, Claudia Bates et al

Description: Positive reinforcement training. Offers group classes in basic obedience as well as competition level, also agility and tracking. Inside as well as outdoor amenities.

Clicker Training Center

www.clickertrain.com

Contact info: 703-777-2277/ clickertrain@erols.com

Trainer(s): Corally Burmaster 

Description: Positive reinforcement training. Offers group classes in obedience: basic- intermediate-advanced. Also offer private lessons. Inside as well as outdoor amenities.  Private behavioral consultations. 

LEXINGTON

Paws Forward K-9 Obedience School

http://pawsforwardk9obedience.com
Contact info: 540-463-2111/ lexpet@cfw.com
Trainer(s): Cher G. McCoy, et al
Description: Positive reinforcement training. Offers group and private obedience classes, basic to competition level. Also offers agility, Rally Obedience, Frestyle, CGC and Therapy dog training. Indoors.
MANASSAS
Lake Jackson Kennel Trainer

Contact info: 703-368-1994

Trainer(s): Peggy Dobbins

Description: Positive reinforcement training. Offers group obedience classes. Indoors and outdoors amenities.
MCLEAN

Old Dominion Animal Health Center

Contact info: 703-356-5582 

Trainer(s): Liz Thomas

Description: Positive reinforcement training. Offers group obedience classes at the health center as well as private training sessions.
RESTON

Reston Companion Dog Training

Contact info: 703-759-3129

Trainer(s): Lloyd Aguero

Description: Positive reinforcement training. Offers group classes on Saturday mornings. Also offers private training and behavioral consultation. Deals with all types of aggression. Classes are outdoors. Focuses on basic pet manners. Has had many DARE Dobes in his classes.
RICHMOND
Richmond Dog Obedience Club, Inc.

www.rdoc.org

Contact info: 804-278-9032

Trainer(s): Contact Ann Priddy 

Description: Volunteer trainers with different training styles. The club offers group obedience classes for all levels basic to advanced including puppy classes. Also CGC classes, Rally obedience, agility and freestyle.
STAFFORD

Training Unlimited 

Contact info: 540-659-8858

Trainer(s): Miriam Fields-Babineau (APDT)

Description: Positive reinforcement training. No choke or pinch collars allowed. Behavioral consultations. PRIVATE SESSIONS ONLY.
STRASBURG

Blue Ribbon Acres (15 miles South of 81 and 66)
www.blueribbondog.com
Contact info: 540-465-2364 (info@blueribbondog.com)

Trainer(s): Jennifer

Description: Positive reinforcement training. Offers group obedience classes: intermediate to advanced, agility and the CGC.  Private training sessions as well. Indoors and outdoors amenities.  Also offers boarding and grooming at the premises.
WINCHESTER

Northern Virginia K9 Academy [Lucketts and Berryville-8 miles N. of Leesburg on Rt.15, 10 miles from Winchester]

www.nvk9.com

Contact info: 703-779-3570

Trainer(s): Hardy Ernsting (hardy@nvk9.com), Amy Mills

Description:  Traditional training. Offers group obedience classes. 
WOODBRIDGE

All About Dogs 

www.allaboutdogsinc.com

Contact info: 703-497-7878 / trainer@allaboutdogsinc.com

Trainer(s): Several competent trainers: Robin Knepp-Bennett (APDT), Kimberly Kirilenko (APDT), Colleen Pelar, CPDT (APDT), et al

Description: Positive reinforcement training. Offers group obedience classes as well as agility and tricks classes. Indoor facility. Also offers daycare.

METROPOLITAN AREA

Good Dog! Training, LLC

www.gooddogobedience.com
Contact info: 703-862-9079

Trainer(s): Victoria Schade, CPDT (APDT)

Description: Positive reinforcement training. Focus on pet-dog good manners. PRIVATE SESSIONS ONLY.

NORTHERN VA AREA

Best Behaved Dogs

www.bestbehaveddogs.com
Contact info: 703-931-8521

Trainer(s): Janet McMillan

Description: Traditional training. Behavioral consultations. PRIVATE SESSIONS ONLY.
